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“Establishing Qatar's role in Qatari Mediation in Resolving
International Disputes During the reign of Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa

1995-2013”
(Part of a PhD thesis)
Resercher:
Ahmad Musa Albuhaliga

PhD student at Beirut Arab University, Political Science
Abstract:

In the first decade of the third millennium, Qatar's foreign policy followed a path of mediation and neutrality, later shifting
to a phase of influence and power after the "Arab Spring.” Qatar's leadership supported Arab revolutions against oppressive
regimes, prompting a transition from mediation to influence due to regional changes. Qatar leveraged its vast financial
resources from oil, gas, and investments, coupled with a political vacuum in the region, to establish itself as a regional
power under Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani.

The shift in Qatar's foreign policy was driven by political and international circumstances, with Qatar playing a key role in
resolving regional and global conflicts through cautious diplomacy and mediation. After Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al
Thani took power in 2013, Qatar continued to adopt the same diplomatic approach and supported peace initiatives. Qatar
achieved a prominent position on the international stage thanks to its soft power and effective use of mediation in crises
such as Yemen, Sudan, and Lebanon.

Qatar became a significant player in regional and international politics by employing unconventional tools such as media
and active diplomacy, making it a strong regional competitor. Its foreign policy seeks to balance regional powers,
contributing to its security and political stability despite regional challenges.

Keywords: Influence and Power — Regional Power — Preventive Diplomacy — Soft Power — Mediation and Balance — State
of Qatar.
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